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" Oroperty Name:  Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Station Inventory Number: HA-841 o

Address: 400 Block of Bel Air Avenue ~ City: _ Aberdeen ; Zip Code: o
County: Harford . USGS Topographic Map: Aberdeen o
Owner:  CSX Transportation . Is the property being evaluated a district? __ _ yes
Tax Parcel Number: 100 Tax Map Number: 205 Tax Account ID Number: 003945
Project: MD 132 @ CSX Transportation ‘ Agency: FHWA/SHA

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: B

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: _ ~

NR-listed district ~ yes Eligible district __ _yes Name of District:
' Preparer’s Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes .

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer’s Recommendation: Eligible X yes no
Criteria: XA B XC D Considerations: =~ A B C D E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:  Project Review and Compliance Files

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Station in Aberdeen was previously surveyed by Jean Ewing of the Maryland Historical Trust
at an unknown date. At that time, a National Register Field Sheet was completed for the resource that provided a brief
description, minimal historic context and a sketch of the floor plan.

The building was constructed in 1885 for use as the Aberdeen passenger and freight station (Aberdeen Room website). The
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad began construction of a main line between Baltimore and New York in the early 1880s (Wright
1967, 130). According to a history of the town of Aberdeen, the rail line was constructed through the village in 1883 and was
completed through Harford County in 1885 (Aberdeen Centennial Committee 1967, 16; Wright 1967, 130).

The building is a 1-1/2 story wood-frame cross-gable structure located on the west side of the tracks. The building has a slate
roof, wood shingle siding and a raised brick foundation. Dominating the east, or track side of the building are large wood
brackets supporting the waiting platform overhang. The gracefully curved brackets have a reeded detail. Also on the east side
of the station building are asymmetrical gable-front dormers. On the rear, the gables are joined and form an irregular shape.
The station has been attributed to two different architects -- Frank Furness and E. Francis Baldwin. Baldwin was the architect
for the western Maryland B&O stations. However, Furness designed other stations for the B&O in Pennsylvania and several in
Baltimore County for the Western Maryland Railroad. Herbert Harwood in "Royal Blue Line" describes the station as the type
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of station that contained the agent’s living quarters above the lobby while the freight house was attached or incorporated into the
building (Harwood, 1990, 171 and SIA, 1995, 88). Based on the similarities with two stations on the Northern Central Railroad
at Riderwood and Stevenson which Furness also designed, the Aberdeen Station is also an example of Furness’ work.

Passenger use of the B&O Railroad was suspended in 1955. At that time, one of the tracks was removed, leaving the current
single track (Wright 1967, 130). Since 1955, the Aberdeen station building has been used as headquarters for track
maintenance and supervision. In recent years, the building has been vacant. The May-June 1998 internet edition of the
National Railway Historical Society, Wilimington Chapter newsletter mentioned that demolition of the station building was
eminent, however, the building still stands as of August 2002. During the past four years, the Aberdeen Room Archives and
Museum have worked with CSX Corporation on a plan to move the station building, however, an alternate building site has not
been found.

Despite minor condition problems resulting from neglect, the station retains a high degree of structural and architectural
integrity and represents a significant and somewhat rare example of a nineteenth century passenger railroad station in

Maryland. Due to the significance of the B&O in Maryland’s history, the station is eligible under Criteria A and C for the
National Register of Historic Places.
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